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Fund membership: Biblioteca dell’Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana, Fondo  
Corsini 

 

 Object type: Volume 

 
Title: ICONES STIRPIVM, SEV PLANTARVM TAM EXOTICARVM, QVAM 
INDIGENARVM, In gratiam rei herbariae studiosorum in duas partes digestae   

 
Description: A collection combining the illustrations published in the works of Rembert 
Dodoens (1517-1585), Charles de l’Écluse (Carolus Clusius, 1526-1609) and Matthias de 
l'Obel (Matthaeus Lobelius, 1538-1616), possibly arranged by the latter. The album is 
divided in two parts: a first part (tomus prior) contains the “Icones graminum” (grasses), 
“Icones frumentorum” (corn) and “Icones stirpium” (herbal plants), from p. 1 to 816; and a 
second part (tomus secundus) follows with the “Icones stirpium”, from p. 1 to 280. Nearly 
each page in the album contains the illustrations of two different  plants. In literature, those 
illustrations are counted individually, which brings the total to 2173 xylographies (1615 in 
the first part and 558 in the second part of the album). However, the illustrations have been 
catalogued here per page. It is a reissue of a 1581 edition with Christoffer Plantin, Antwerp, 
titled “PLANTARVM SEV STIRPIVM ICONES”. The names of Dodoens, De l’Ecluse and 
De l’Obel appear in the introductory text written in 1581 by Christoffer Plantin, in which he 
addresses Severinus Gobelius, doctor of the king of Denmark, who initiated the 
publication. This letter suggests that Christopher Plantin himself was in fact the compilator 
of the album, although in literature the album has often been attributed to Matthias de 
l'Obel. The latter may have had a major part in the selection of the material for the album, 
according to Plantin's grandchildren. The origins of the xylographic material are various. 
Plantin had various artists, draftsmen and engravers, employed for his botanical editions, 
and may have bought woodcuts also elsewhere. In the edition of 1591, indices in seven 
different languages have been added at the end of the volume. In the Corsini copy, various 
wood cuts have been (partially) coloured by hand in a rather amateurish way, probably by 
one of the owners of the album.    

 
 
CREATION:  
 
 Artist: Unknown engravers. Illustrations by Dodoens, L'Écluse and L’Obel. 
 
 Place: Antwerp 

  
 Dating: 1591  
 
 
MATERIAL AND TECHNIQUE:  
 
 Material: Parchment binding; paper 

 
 Technique: Woodcut 



  

 Measurements: Binding, 171 x 225 x 70 mm; sheets, 173 x 225 mm. 
  

 Watermarks: No 

 
 
SUBJECT: Plants; Grasses; Corn; Herbs 
 
 
OTHER INFORMATION: 
 

 Ex libris: / 

 

 Collector mark: Biblioteca Corsiniana 1; Biblioteca Corsiniana 6 

 

 Bookbinder: / 

 

 Inscriptions: / 

 

 Old shelfmarks: /  
 
 
STATE OF CONSERVATION: Binding is wrinkled, has a few stains and lacks its ties. The state of 
conservation of the wood cuts is good although various paper sheets present evidence of moisture 
and woodworm. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Armand Louis, Mathieu de l’Obel 1538-1616. Episode de l’Histoire de la Botanique, 
Ghent – Louvain, 1980, p. 34, 168ff. 
 
 
RELATIONS: Inventors of illustrations: Dodoens, Rembert, 1517-1585; Clusius, Carolus, 1526-
1609; L'Obel, Matthias de 1538-1616; Author of classification system: L'Obel, Matthias de 1538-
1616; Possible compilator: Plantin, Christophe, approximately 1520-1589; Publisher: Moretus, Jan, 
1543-1610 
 
 
ACQUSITION AND RIGHT: 
 
 Credit line: / 

  

Acquisition: This volume is part of the Fondo Corsini or Corsiniana Library, one of the 
three main departments of the Biblioteca dell’Accademia nazionale dei Lincei e Corsiniana. 
The fund contains the books acquired by Lorenzo Corsini (1652-1740), later pope Clemens 
XII, before and during his pontificate (1730-1740), among which is the book collection of 
cardinal Filippo Antonio Gualtieri (1660-1728) acquired in 1730; some minor book 
collections incorporated by cardinal Neri Maria Corsini (1685-1770), who opened the 
Corsiniana library to the public on 1 May 1754; and the very rich collection of manuscripts 
and books of Nicola Rossi (1711-1785), abbot and secretary to the Corsini household, that 
was incorporated in the Corsiniana library by cardinal Corsini’s heirs in 1786. When in 1883 
the Corsini palace at the Via della Lungara was sold by the family to the Italian state and 
became the new seat of the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Prince Tommaso Corsini 
bequeathed the Corsiniana Library to the Accademia. The fund holds around 40.000 



bibliographic units (manuscripts, incunabula, books from the 16th century and later): it is 
an outstanding collection that reflects the trend in book collecting in the 18th and 19th 
centuries and of which the encyclopaedic goal was to document all the fields of knowledge.
  

 
Copyright: / 

 
 
URL: https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.9308 

 


